
21

LOC AL GLOBAL // CHISINAU – CHERNIVTSI

“Rethinking public space. Citizens shape 
their future” – this is both the title and the 
objective of the project partnership that has 
been running since 2017 between Mannheim, 
the Moldovan twin city of Chisinau and the 
Ukrainian city of Chernivtsi.

// CITIZENS SHAPE  
THE FUTURE / 

Exchange of expertise between experts from Chisinau, Chernivtsi 
and Mannheim on the subject of integrated urban development

First citizens’ workshop in the twin city of Chisinau

As part of the cooperation, local experts from the three cities are 
discussing the issue of sustainable urban development. In addition, 
they are working together on a pilot project in which a public space 
in Chisinau and a public space in Chernivtsi are to be reconfigured 
with active participation from the citizens. The aim of the reconfig-
uration is to reshape the public spaces into sustainable, safe, attrac-
tive and barrier free places.

For many years, the city of Mannheim has specifically supported 
civic participation. Especially in the area of urban planning, the city 
has successfully implemented many projects with participation 
from its citizens. The city of Mannheim is contributing this experi-
ence and specialist expertise in the context of the international pro-
ject partnership by supporting the current participation processes 
in Chernivtsi and Chisinau – from the planning of the citizens’ work-
shops to specific implementation of the construction work.

A specialist delegation comprising experts from the urban planning 
department of the city of Mannheim travelled to the Ukrainian city 
of Chernivtsi and the Moldovan capital Chisinau for the first time in 
2018 to participate in the initial citizens’ workshops on the ground. 
Interested citizens from the respective cities were invited to these, 
to participate in the reconfiguration process and to share their ideas 
and visions.

Such participative approaches have never been tried before in Cher-
nivtsi and Chisinau. As such, the citizens were offered completely 
new opportunities for participation and codetermination. The pilot 
project therefore also made a major contribution to the promotion 
of democratic culture at local level and offered the communities an 
ideal framework in which to learn from one another, exchange expe-
riences and work together even across national borders. The recon-
struction will finish and the public spaces in Chisinau and Chernivtsi 
will be officially opened in 2019.

The project is promoted by Engagement Global with its Service 
Agency Communities in One World, with financial support from the 
German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment (BMZ). 

// mannheim.de/chisinau

	� ENGAGEMENT GLOBAL

	 �The development policy projects of the city 
of Mannheim in Kilis, Hebron and Chisinau/
Chernivtsi and the “Mannheim 2030” mission 
statement process have been promoted through 
the Service Agency Communities in One World 
(SKEW) of Engagement Global with funds from 
the German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ). 
 
SKEW is the centre of excellence for local devel-
opment policy in Germany and it implements 
development policy funding programmes, 
which also help the municipality financially 
with the implementation of their development 
policy actions.
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CONNEC TED WORLDWIDE

The city of Mannheim is involved in 
the relevant European and interna-
tional municipal networks. The aim  
of the work in these networks and 
fora is to help with shaping the 
political decision-making processes 
that affect local life and urban socie-
ty. This also includes influencing EU 
legislation and giving a stronger 
voice to the concerns of the cities  
and their citizens. At EU and inter
national level, there are now many 
networks, which are organised some- 
times specifically for a specialist field 
and sometimes across the board.

Because of Mannheim’s strong 
international profile, the city is well 
positioned in many networks and has 
taken on important roles. As such, 
the Mayor of Mannheim is not only a 
member of the Committee of the 
Regions (CoR), a consultative body of 
the European Union, but also Chair-
man of the Global Parliament of 
Mayors (GPM) established in 2016. 
The city of Mannheim is also involved 
with EUROCITIES, the network of 
European cities that represents the 
interests of the cities at EU level.

The city’s international involvement 
in these networks is coordinated by 
the Office for EU Affairs and Global 
Sustainability. At the same time,  
the office is the city of Mannheim’s 
central point of contact for interna-
tional agencies. 

// GLOBALLY 
CONNECTED /



23

CONNEC TED WORLDWIDE // WORLD URBAN FORUM 9

// SUCCESSFUL 
APPEARANCE / 

At the World Urban Forum, Mannheim presents itself as a model city 
for implementation of the global sustainable development goals

Mayor Dr Peter Kurz at the World Urban Forum  
in Kuala Lumpur

Mayor of Mannheim Dr Peter Kurz, who travelled to the Malaysian 
capital as an official member of the German delegation, drew a 
positive conclusion from World Urban Forum 9, which was hosted 
by UN-HABITAT, the United Nations programme for human set-
tlements. “The focus was on the question of how the UN Sustain-
able Development Goals and the related ‘New Urban Agenda’ 
can be implemented in the cities,” Kurz emphasised. “We were 
able to gain important insights for our ‘Mannheim 2030’ mission 
statement process, which is largely being financed by the German 
federal government.” Furthermore, the Mannheim delegation had 
opportunities to establish contacts with many political players on 
European and international level and to open doors for collabora-
tions and funding opportunities. No other city in Germany was as 
active and visible as Mannheim, the Mayor summarised.

At the “Mannheim events”, three topics took centre stage: the 
Mannheim Declaration on Living Together in Diversity, interna-
tional city collaborations, controlled strategic urban planning 
indicators and the Mannheim model for the pursuit of the sus-
tainability goals. On the latter issue in particular, Mannheim is 
one of the few international stakeholders with expertise. Conse-
quently, many conference attendees were very interested in the 
Mannheim mission statement process and the Mannheim “Urban 
Thinkers Campus”.

Mayor Kurz was especially pleased with the appreciation from the 
European Commission for the activities of the city of Mannheim: 
“EU Commissioner Creţu, who is responsible for regional policy, 
presented the measures for implementation of the 2030 Agenda 
to the EU at a press conference. Here, we were the only city to 
have the opportunity to present our activities in the International 
Urban Cooperation programme of the EU.” In this context, Kurz 
particularly advertised the project of a rail freight connection 
between Mannheim and Chongqing and arranged a visit to Mann-
heim with Creţu. Mannheim’s participation at World Urban Forum 
9 can be recorded as a great success and will both help the city to 
prepare for challenges in a globalised world and keep it sustain
able for the future.

// mannheim.de/nachrichten/mannheim-auf-wuf-9

It is the principal international gathering of 
urban development experts worldwide: the 
World Urban Forum. Mayors, government repre-
sentatives and organisations from 185 countries 
met together at World Urban Forum 9 in Kuala 
Lumpur. The city of Mannheim was present with 
three events of its own and actively participated 
in eleven further events of other organisations.

THE WORLD URBAN FORUM (WUF) IS 

THE WORLD’S PRINCIPAL CONFERENCE 

ON URBAN DEVELOPMENT MATTERS. 

SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN 2001, INTER­

NATIONAL EXPERTS HAVE MET TO 

DISCUSS THE MOST URGENT GLOBAL 

ISSUES AND THEIR EFFECTS ON CITIES 

AND COMMUNITIES.
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CONNEC TED WORLDWIDE // GLOBAL PARLIA MENT OF M AYORS

The conference in Stavanger was the first official meeting after 
the inaugural meeting of the initiative, which took place the 
previous year in the Dutch city of The Hague. “The Global Parlia-
ment of Mayors campaigns worldwide for cities to be given the 
necessary resources and skills so that they can actively support 
sustainable development,” Kurz explained the role of the GPM 
and the way it sees itself. What is unique here, Kurz continues, is 
that it is not another subject-specific network but rather the fo-
cus is on joint action in various fields. At the same time, the GPM 
should strengthen the position of the communities with respect 
to supranational organisations and national governments.

In the future, the GPM will demonstrate its relevance with re-
spect to international organisations, such as the United Nations 
and the European Union. “We want – shoulder-to-shoulder with 
organisations such as Amnesty International or Transparency 
International and the UN organisations such as UN-HABITAT 
– to support mayors who are threatened with imprisonment or 
otherwise endangered for exercising their office. Unfortunately, 
we are aware of such cases in many countries,” Kurz says.

Furthermore, the Global Parliament of Mayors will actively sup-
port development projects. Financial resources for this should 
be obtained from international organisations. Here, Mannheim 
will contribute its expertise in local development cooperation. 
“In cooperation with prestigious research institutions, such as 
Georgetown University, we also want to verify whether the  
“New Urban Agenda” of the United Nations is being imple-
mented successfully by the nation states and at local level,” 
Mannheim’s Mayor stated. Most of the population now lives 
in cities and it is primarily the cities that are affected by global 

In September 2017, the Global Parliament 
of Mayors (GPM) met in the Norwegian city 
of Stavanger. More than 60 mayors from 
several continents discussed the focus of 
the content and established an action plan 
for the GPM. Mannheim’s Mayor Dr Peter 
Kurz was elected as one of two chairmen  
of the executive committee. 

// GLOBAL PARLIAMENT  
OF MAYORS / 

GLOBAL PARLIAMENT  
OF MAYORS (GPM)

The Global Parliament of Mayors (GPM) 
was founded in 2016 in The Hague. It re-
gards itself as a consortium and commu-
nication platform for mayors worldwide. 
Its objective is to pool the experience and 
expertise of municipalities and to high-
light the leading role of municipalities in 
resolving global challenges, such as cli-
mate protection, nutrition and mobility. 

phenomena such as migration and climate change. “In the cities, 
solutions are also developed and implemented on a daily basis. We 
can therefore not afford for the New Urban Agenda to fail,” Kurz 
summed up.

// mannheim.de/nachrichten/globales-buergermeisterparlament

General assembly of the Global Parliament of Mayors in Stavanger
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CONNEC TED WORLDWIDE // EUROCITIES / COMMITEE OF THE REGIONS / UN INVITATION

// VISIT TO THE UN /

// AN EYE ON EUROPE /

In September 2018, the Mobility Forum of European city network 
EUROCITIES, which includes over 140 cities, took place in Burgas, 
Bulgaria. Under the motto “Smart mobility: a clever move”, the del-
egates discussed the future of mobility. Mannheim’s First Deputy 
Mayor Christian Specht was elected as chairman of the forum and 
will represent EUROCITIES to the EU with respect to mobility issues 
over the next two years. “It is primarily the cities that are developing 
specific measures and bringing about a change in mobility,” Specht 
emphasised. “They must therefore be involved in the planning of 
European transport policy and receive political and financial support 
for their activities.” As another important issue, Specht mentioned 
the expansion of the trans-European transport network (TEN-T), in 
which the cities likewise need to be involved.

// mannheim.de/eurocities 

In May 2018, Mayor of Mannheim Dr Peter Kurz was appointed to the 
European Union Committee of the Regions (CoR). As the only German 
Mayor on the committee, he represents the 195 cities that belong to 
the Association of German Cities (Städtetag) as direct members. The 
CoR comprises 350 elected members who represent a local or regional 
area authority in the 28 EU states. At the same time, it is the only EU 
institution that allows the cities and regions a formal voice in legisla-
tion in Europe. “The influence of European legislation on the cities has 
grown significantly in recent years,” Mayor Dr Kurz explained. “At the 
same time, it is undeniable that many German delegates feel more of 
an obligation to support the rural area. My goal is therefore to give a 
voice in particular to the concerns of the cities.”

// mannheim.de/adr 

The city of Mannheim is a pioneer city in the implementation of the 
global 2030 Agenda of the United Nations with its 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals. As part of the High-Level Political Forum on 
Sustainable Development, the United Nations and member states are 
examining how far they have come with achieving the objectives. For 
the first time as part of this meeting, a municipal forum took place, to 
which Mayor of Mannheim Dr Peter Kurz was invited as Vice President 
of the “Global Parliament of Mayors”. “We must be clear that, in nearly 
all areas, the success or failure in achieving the 17 Sustainable Deve
lopment Goals is determined in the cities,” Kurz emphasised in his 
speech to the delegates from around the world. In New York, Kurz was 
also welcomed by German Ambassador to the UN Dr Christoph Heus
gen. Heusgen seemed especially interested in Mannheim’s strategies 
and measures in the area of integration and migration. He suggested 
that the city of Mannheim should attend the forthcoming UN General 
Assembly with an event of its own on the subject of migration. 

// mannheim.de/un-hlpf 

// MOBILITY AND FUTURE /

First Deputy Mayor Specht will represent the  
Eurocities Mobility Forum in the future as its chairman

Session of the Committee of the Regions in Brussels

Mayor Dr Kurz speaks at the United Nations
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CONNEC TED WORLDWIDE // OUR LOC AL PARTNERS

 The “Association for the promotion of a city partnership between Mann
heim and El Viejo” has been committed to the people in the Nicaraguan 
city of El Viejo since 1986. The civic initiative dates back to the solidarity 
movement of the citizens of Mannheim with the country of Nicaragua 
during the revolution at that time and was an important foundation stone 
for the relations between Mannheim and El Viejo. At regular events, the 
society provides information about the situation in the Nicaraguan city 
and initiates projects to the help the people on the ground. As such, for 
example, the society supports the “Casa de la Mujer” women’s centre in 
El Viejo with the aid of donations and it campaigns for financial protec-
tion and medical care for the sugar cane workers suffering with health 
problems as a result of pesticides.

// Contact – Monika Grözinger-Heckmann, chairperson of the 
association, Email: nicaverein_mannheim_elviejo@web.de

// SUPPORT FOR NICARAGUA /

The 17th-century basilica in the Nicaraguan city of El Viejo

The Franco-German youth foundation (DFJW) is an international organi
sation dedicated to French-German cooperation. Teenagers and young 
adults from the Rhine-Neckar metropolitan region are involved with the 
DFJW Rhine-Neckar team. The DFJW team wants to publicise the var-
ious support programmes as part of the Franco-German exchange on 
the ground and to organise its own events. Young people interested in 
Franco-German friendship are very welcome to support the team.

// Kontakt – DFJW-Juniorbotschafter Michael Carl-Christian Laß, 
Email: m.lass@ofaj-dfjw.org 

// NEIGHBOURS AS FRIENDS /

The Rhine-Neckar DFJW team promotes 
Franco-German friendship

For over 15 years, the Mannheim One World Forum (Eine-Welt Forum 
Mannheim e.V.) has campaigned for globally fair and sustainable 
development. Together with its over 20 member groups, the forum 
is convinced that stakeholders at local level can also make an impor-
tant contribution to global fairness. Since its inception, the forum has 
promoted a sustainable lifestyle through educational work, informa-
tion events, workshops and campaigns. The focuses of the work are on 
global learning, intercultural awareness and migrant participation, fair 
trade and sustainable living. The One World Forum is the body respon-
sible for the Centre of Global Learning, an extracurricular educational 
facility that offers workshops, project days, training courses, advice 
services and media rental.

// eine-welt-forum.de

// FOR A FAIR WORLD /

The Mannheim One World Forum is regu­
larly present at local fora and trade fairs
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Do you have further questions about these and other projects?  
Our team is happy to help:

//
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//
Kontakt
Stadt Mannheim, 
Büro für EU-Angelegenheiten und globale Nachhaltigkeit 
Rathaus E5, 68159 Mannheim
0621 293-9503
internationales@mannheim.de
mannheim.de/stadt-gestalten/ 
europa-und-internationales
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