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Planning illustration of the vocational training centre for Syrian refugees 
and Turkish women in Kilis

The development project with the Turkish city of 
Kilis is entering the next phase. A new vocational 
training centre for Syrian and Turkish women is 
currently being built.

// AN EDUCATION  
CENTRE FOR KILIS / 

The City of Mannheim has been involved in a development policy 
project partnership with Kilis since the beginning of 2017. Due to its 
proximity to Syria, the Turkish city is strongly affected by the immi-
gration of Syrian refugees. Until the outbreak of the civil war in Syria, 
Kilis had around 90,000 inhabitants. Today the city is home to an 
additional 129,000 refugees, which poses major social and economic 
challenges for the city. “Cities are crucial stakeholders for global is-
sues. This is felt most directly in dealing with refugees,” emphasises 
Mayor Peter Kurz. “Something must be done in the areas from which 
people are fleeing and in which refugees first find shelter. We are 
setting a good example in Mannheim with our cooperation with Kilis.”

The impetus for this form of cooperation came from the Working 
Group of Islamic Communities in Mannheim (AKIG) and Duha e.V., as 
one of its members comes from Kilis and has personal contacts with 
the city administration there. Through this connection, Mannheim 
became aware of the refugee situation in Kilis and laid the foundation 
for the municipal partnership. The aim of the partnership is to pro-
mote the vocational training of Syrian women refugees in Kilis and to 
improve training opportunities in the long term.

Expertise and third-party funding for the project

In the project’s first phase, which was successfully completed in 2018, 
the focus was on analysing the needs in terms of vocational training 
and on qualifying Turkish female trainers. In 2019, the project part-
nership entered the next phase. Given that there is a lack of teaching 
space in Kilis for the education and training of Syrian refugees, Kilis 
and Mannheim agreed to build a modern vocational training centre 
for Syrian refugees. The City of Mannheim was able to raise around 
EUR 385,000 in funding for the implementation of the project. The 
funds will be used to finance both the construction and further train-
ing measures for the instructors. The project is thus the largest devel-
opment policy project of the City of Mannheim to date.

After the project was officially launched in December 2019 with the 
signing of the project agreement by the mayors of both cities, con-
struction of the education centre was able to begin in the summer of 
2020. After completion of the building in the summer of 2021, around 
700 Syrian and Turkish women will have the opportunity to learn a 
profession and continue their education in the centre. The centre is to 
become a model school for vocational training and lifelong learning 
in Kilis. The City of Mannheim is contributing its expertise in the dis-
ciplines of didactics, integration and economic policy and, above all, 
is imparting the necessary administrative knowledge so that the City 
of Kilis can continue the project with trained staff without any issues 
following a “start-up phase”.

// mannheim.de/ez-projekte 

I am honoured to be part of 
the bridge between my birth-
place and my home. With the 
initiation of this project part-
nership, both cities – with the 
support of civil society – are 
now driven by the shared 
sense of solidarity at both a 
local and global level. <<

Mustafa Dedekeloglu, chairman of the 
association Mannheim Helps without 
Borders (Mannheim hilft ohne Grenzen 
e. V.), has supported the project part-
nership with the city of Kilis since the 
beginning. He himself comes from the 
southern Anatolian city.

COOPER ATION & SUPPORT // KILIS 
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COOPER ATION & SUPPORT // HEBRON

At the beginning of 2019, the Co-Working 
Lab started operations in the Palestinian 
city of Hebron. The start-up centre, which 
was developed and implemented in close 
cooperation with NEXT MANNHEIM, opens 
up new perspectives for young Palestinians.

// JUMPSTART IN 
HEBRON / 

View of the newly established Co-Working Lab in Hebron

Workshops and coaching sessions on the topic of start-ups are intended  
to encourage young people in their plans to set up their own company

Hebron is the largest Palestinian city in the West Bank. The city is 
characterised by its very young population. Despite a very well-devel
oped university landscape and a well-educated population, the city 
suffers from a high unemployment rate, especially among young 
graduates. The difficult economic situation, triggered by the ongoing 
tensions in the region, is having a negative impact on the job market, 
which leads to a significant lack of prospects for younger generations.

Start-up aid for young Palestinians

To remedy this situation, Mannheim and Hebron have been working 
together since 2017 in the development policy project “Hebron-Mann-
heim-Co-Working-Lab (HEMA)”. The City of Mannheim supports the 
Palestinian municipality of Hebron in promoting start-ups and build-
ing a local start-up scene. The aim is to harness the economic poten-
tial of the region and create sustainable prospects for the population. 
With funding from the German government, a modern “Co- Working 
Lab” was set up in Hebron. Young Palestinians can use the collabora-
tive space to work together on projects and set up businesses.

The municipal start-up centre NEXT MANNHEIM is contributing its 
many years of experience and expertise to the project. It also advises 
and trains the employees there. The City of Mannheim received a to-
tal of EUR 175,000 in federal funding for the project’s implementation. 
This makes the project the largest municipal development project in 
the Palestinian territories funded by the BMZ and currently the only 
German municipal project in Palestine that focuses on promoting 
innovative business start-ups.

The first start-up companies moved into the Co-Working Lab in Hebron 
at the beginning of 2019. After five students from Hebron completed 
an internship in Mannheim start-up companies in the spring of 2019, 
seven young entrepreneurs had the opportunity to participate in a 
comprehensive mentoring programme in Mannheim in autumn 2019. 
The highlight and conclusion of the project was the first German-
Palestinian Digital Summit in November 2020, which focused on the 
exchange of ideas on digitalisation and start-ups. The conference, 
which had to take place digitally because of the pandemic, also of-
fered space to present the concrete project outcomes.

// mannheim.de/ez-projekte 

	� HELP FOR HEBRON

	 �The cities of Hebron and Mannheim 
have maintained an active project 
partnership since 2013. With funding 
from the BMZ, Mannheim and Hebron 
were able to improve the sewage in-
frastructure in Hebron in 2016, which 
means that more people now have 
access to clean drinking water. Since 
2017, the focus of the cooperation has 
been on promoting business start-ups. 
Thanks to the successful acquisition of 
federal funding, the City of Mannheim 
is able to initiate specific infrastruc-
ture investments in Hebron without 
burdening the city’s budget. 
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The Covid-19 pandemic has radically 
changed life in cities. Worldwide, 
municipalities are facing immense 
challenges, while at the same time, 
many national governments are 
closing themselves off.

The latter is also having a huge impact 
on international cooperation between 
municipalities. Due to the pandemic, 
numerous activities within the frame-
work of city twinning and coopera-
tion projects had to be cancelled or 
postponed. But there were also pos- 
itive aspects: It was above all the city 
twinning relationships that made an 
important contribution to interna-
tional solidarity and cooperation 
throughout the pandemic.

The City of Mannheim was, therefore, 
always in close contact with its part-
ner cities despite the extensive 
restrictions on contact and continu-
ously exchanged information about 
the situation and measures in the 
individual cities. To this end, the city 
developed many new online formats 
for international and intercity coop-
eration, which brought the twin cities 
even closer together during the crisis.

In addition, concrete aid projects 
made an important contribution to 
halting the global spread of Covid-19 
while promoting international cohe-
sion in times of crisis.

SOLIDARIT Y IN THE PANDEMIC

// WORKING 
TOGETHER 
 THROUGH  

THE CRISIS /
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SOLIDARIT Y IN THE PANDEMIC

>>We’re marching  
ahead!<<
Rüdiger Finke, Chairman of the Mannheim 
Association for the Promotion of City Twinning 
(Förderverein Städtepartnerschaften e. V.), 
discussed the virtual summit of the twin cities.

>> Mr Finke, how were you involved in the virtual 
summit as an association?
<< In the early summer of 2020, the Office for EU 
Affairs and Global Sustainability of the City of Mann-
heim approached us with the idea of organising a 
virtual meeting of cities and asked us whether we, as 
an association, wanted to be involved in the content. 
The focus was to be on the importance of global coop-
eration between cities, in general, and in view of the 
Coronavirus, in particular. We also wanted to tie in with 
the 75th anniversary of the UN. Together with the city 
representatives, we worked out the content, including 
the declaration addressed to the UN to strengthen the 
role of cities within the UN. The idea was to set an ex-
ample during the times of the Coronavirus, true to the 
motto “We won’t give up!”

>> What was the response from the twin cities?
<< The response was impressive: a total of twelve part-
ner and friendship cities took part in the online meet-
ing. Reports on the current situation from the cities 
were followed by a lively discussion, at the end of which 
the declaration to the UN was also adopted by all par-
ticipants. The content of the declaration was actually 
included in the Chancellor’s speech on the occasion of 
the UN anniversary.

>> And what was your conclusion?
<< Very positive. The virtual format allowed us to bring 
twelve cities from three continents to one table, which 
would certainly not have been feasible as a physical 
meeting. Nevertheless, a virtual summit can, of course, 
not replace a face-to-face exchange. However, it is an 
interesting format that will certainly be used after the 
pandemic has passed, and that could complement the 
face-to-face visits and exchanges that will hopefully be 
possible again soon.

Together with the Mannheim Association for the Promotion of City 
Twinning (Förderverein Städtepartnerschaften Mannheim e. V.), the 
City of Mannheim invited its twin cities to a virtual meeting for the 
first time in September 2020. Mayors of the partner and friendship 
cities from Berlin Charlottenburg-Wilmersdorf, Beyoğlu, Bydgoszcz, 
Chişinău, Haifa, Klaipeda, Qingdao, Riesa, Swansea, Toulon, Wind-
sor and Zhenjiang took part in this discussion format, to which the 
citizens of the participating cities were also invited. The interna-
tional experts Cathryn Cluever Ashbrook, political scientist at the 
Harvard Kennedy School, and Natalie Samarasinghe, Deputy Spe-
cial Representative for the 75th Anniversary of the United Nations, 
supported the conference with their specialized knowledge.

“The global challenges of the Coronavirus pandemic show how im- 
portant the international exchange of experience and knowledge 
between cities truly is,” emphasised Mayor Kurz in his opening 
speech. “At the same time, we want to reaffirm the role of cities as 
the political level that is closest to the citizens in shaping interna-
tional relations, and position ourselves as important partners in 
international political decision-making processes”.

The partner cities adopted a joint political declaration to strengthen 
urban diplomacy and thus participated in the UN initiative for a 
worldwide exchange of ideas on the occasion of the 75th anniversa-
ry of the United Nations. In the declaration, the political represen-
tatives of the partner cities advocate for the resolution of armed 
conflicts and the fight against the causes of flight and displace-
ment. They also called for a redefinition of the role of cities in the 
sense of a formalised participation of cities in the decision-making 
processes of the United Nations.

The political declaration was then handed over to German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel and UN Secretary-General António Guterres, 
so that the demands of the City of Mannheim and its partner cities 
could be included in the dialogue on the future of the international 
community at the United Nations General Assembly in New York, 
which was held in September 2020.

// mannheim.de/virtueller-gipfel

// VIRTUAL SUMMIT  
OF THE TWIN CITIES / 
The pandemic brought about a change in 
city life from one day to the next and poses 
immense challenges for municipalities world-
wide. How are cities dealing with the effects 
of the crisis and how do we want to live in our 
cities in the future? These were the central 
questions of the first virtual mayors’ summit 
with Mannheim’s partner cities.

For the first time, the mayors of Mannheim’s twin cities exchange ideas 
in a virtual format



26

SOLIDARIT Y IN THE PANDEMIC // PROJEC TS AND COOPER ATION

The fight against the worldwide pandemic urgently 
requires global solutions. It has become clear that sol-
idarity and international cooperation are invaluable, 
especially in times of crisis. The City of Mannheim, 
therefore, supports its international partners who 
have been particularly affected by the crisis – both 
through donations in kind and through the exchange 
of experience on communal crisis management. At 
the same time, the city of Mannheim has also received 
concrete support from its twin cities.

// ASSISTANCE IN  
THE PANDEMIC / 

1

5

4

3

2

1	� Handover of the mask donation from 
Zhenjiang

2	� Donation of medical masks to the 
Women’s Centre in El Viejo

3	 �Information campaign for Hebron 
4	 �Supporting the city of Chernivtsi 

with the procurement of medical 
Coronavirus testing equipment 

5	� Virtual professional exchange 
between the senior medical staff of 
the University Hospital Mannheim 
and the clinics from Chişinău and 
Chernivtsi 

6	� Loading the masks for Bydgoszcz 

The Coronavirus crisis is a 
global challenge that can 
only be overcome through 
international cooperation 
and solidarity. We want to 
take on global responsibility 
even in times of crisis and 
show solidarity with our 
international partners. <<

Dr Peter Kurz 
Mayor of the City of Mannheim

6
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SOLIDARIT Y IN THE PANDEMIC

MANNHEIM’S CHINESE PARTNER CITY 
ZHENJIANG DONATES 100,000 MASKS

Mannheim’s twin city not only covered the costs for the 
masks, but also paid for the transport. “I would like to thank 
our twin city for this generous donation, which we want to 
pass on to medical and nursing staff, in particular,” noted 
Mayor Peter Kurz. “This support is anything but a matter of 
course and shows that we too can count on international sol-
idarity from our twin cities.” The mayor accepted the masks 
with representatives of the Mannheim-based construction 
company China Zhenjiang International Economic-Technical 
Cooperation Limited (CZICC), which was responsible for the 
construction of the Chinese Garden and actively supported 
the handling of the donation by the city of Zhenjiang. The 
project was initiated by the International Department of 
the City of Mannheim in close cooperation with Dr Norbert 
Egger, former first deputy mayor of the City of Mannheim 
and honorary citizen of the two Chinese twin cities Qingdao 
and Zhenjiang. 

SUPPORT FOR EL VIEJO IN THE FIGHT  
AGAINST THE CORONAVIRUS

For cities in the Global South, the Coronavirus pandemic 
poses a particular challenge. Against this backdrop, the City 
of Mannheim and the Mannheim Association for the Pro-
motion of City Twinning initiated a Coronavirus prevention 
project in Mannheim’s Nicaraguan friendship city El Viejo. 
Thanks to a financial donation, the Women’s Centre in El 
Viejo was able to distribute a total of 500 protective masks, 
as well as disinfectant or liquid soap to 200 people. In addi-
tion, the people were informed about hygiene measures and 
infection paths as part of a Corona Prevention Action Day. 
“Especially in times of crisis, it is important to think of our 
friendship and twin cities, and to help where it is possible and 
necessary,” emphasised Rüdiger Finke, Chairman of the Asso-
ciation for the Promotion of City Twinning.

HELP FOR HEBRON

The Palestinian city of Hebron, with which the City of Mann-
heim has a long-standing project partnership, was also deeply 
affected by the Covid-19 crisis. For many months, Hebron 
recorded the highest infection figures in the West Bank. To 
support the city in this particularly difficult situation, the 
Office for EU Affairs and Global Sustainability was able to 
acquire funding at an early stage. The office raised a total of 
EUR 10,000 in funding through the Foundation for Develop-
ment Cooperation (Stiftung Entwicklungszusammenarbeit) 
of the State of Baden-Württemberg, to support the city of 
Hebron. These funds were used to purchase medical masks, 
disinfectant and protective suits for the clinics in Hebron and 
to launch an information campaign to raise awareness among 
the local population about hygiene and protective measures.

FEDERAL FUNDING FOR AID PROJECT IN 
CHISINAU AND CHERNIVTSI

In order to support other international partners of the City 
of Mannheim during the crisis, the Office for EU Affairs and 
Global Sustainability of the City of Mannheim solicited fund-
ing from the federal government. Mannheim’s Moldovan 
partner city Chişinău and the Ukrainian city of Chernivtsi, 
which has been a cooperation partner of Mannheim for sev-
eral years, also benefited from this funding. Both cities have 
been suffering the dramatic consequences of the pandemic 
since the beginning of the crisis. The aim of the cooperation 
is to exchange an array of experiences between the munici
palities in dealing with the pandemic, and to improve the 
medical equipment in the partner cities. In addition to the 
procurement of medical materials, such as protective masks 
and testing equipment, several virtual meetings took place 
in which experts from the three cities exchanged strategies 
and measures for dealing with the pandemic. The exchange 
was supported by the medical staff of the University Hospital 
Mannheim. For this project, the City of Mannheim was able 
to acquire funding of EUR 49,000 from the Federal Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) through 
the Service Agency Communities in One World (SKEW) as 
part of the Municipal Corona Solidarity Package programme. 
“I would like to thank the supporters, whose grants make the 
projects possible without any financial contribution from the 
City of Mannheim, as well as the doctors of the University 
Hospital Mannheim for their professional support for the 
project,” emphasised Mayor Dr Kurz.

MASK DONATION FOR BYDGOSZCZ

Since the beginning of the pandemic, Mannheim has been 
in close contact with its partner cities regarding the current 
Coronavirus situation. In mid-November, a dramatic call for 
help from Mannheim’s Polish twin city Bydgoszcz reached the 
City Hall: In view of the extremely high number of cases in 
the city, there was a shortage of protective equipment at the 
municipal hospital in Bydgoszcz, as well as at the oncology 
centre. “After careful consideration, we decided to support 
our Polish twin city by donating 50,000 medical masks, as 
we are sufficiently equipped here,” explained Mayor Peter 
Kurz. The German-Polish Society (Die Deutsch-Polnische 
Gesellschaft Mannheim- Ludwigshafen e. V.) supported the 
relief action and, under the leadership of its Chairman Piotr 
Pilkowski, organised a quick and inexpensive transport of the 
protective masks to Bydgoszcz. Rafał Bruski, mayor of Byd-
goszcz, expressed his thanks to the City of Mannheim: “In the 
near 30 years of our partnership, a true friendship has grown 
between our citizens, cultural institutions, associations and 
local governments. The quality of the partnership can be seen 
most impressively in difficult times. I would like to express 
my sincere appreciation to the City of Mannheim for this 
extremely valuable and necessary initiative. I thank you very 
much for this gesture of solidarity and friendship”.
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URBAN DIPLOM ACY

International cooperation at state 
level is crucial for overcoming global 
challenges. The international com
munity and the European Union have 
already adopted several agreements 
to address these challenges. These 
include the Paris Agreement on 
Climate Change, the 2030 Agenda  
for Sustainable Development and  
the European Green Deal.

In the implementation of these agree-
ments, however, it has become clear 
that cities and municipalities around 
the world have outsized responsibility 
when it comes to taking measures for 
climate protection, integration, edu-
cation and – especially recently – 
healthcare. Recent studies show that 
the majority of the measures have to 
be implemented at local level if the 
goals are to be achieved. Local and 
regional authorities are implementing 
65 per cent of the measures for the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment, 70 per cent of the climate pro-
tection measures and even 90 per cent 
of those measures aimed at combating 
climate change.

Against this background, urban diplo-
macy is also becoming increasingly 
important. Cities work together in 
international city networks and seek 
direct cooperation with international 
organisations in order to make their 
concerns heard and directly shape 
international political agendas.

// GIVING CITIES 
A VOICE /



29

URBAN DIPLOM ACY // UN-HABITAT AND OTHER PROJEC TS 

Mayor Dr Kurz presents Mannheim’s Voluntary Local Review at the 
UN in New York

// COOPERATION WITH 
UN-HABITAT / 
With the UN-Habitat programme, the United Nations 
is working to achieve a better future for cities world-
wide. The programme plays a central role in the imple-
mentation of the United Nations Global Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and the New Urban Agenda, 
an action plan aimed at promoting sustainable urban 
development at a local level.

In March 2019, Mannheim became the first German city to sign a 
cooperation agreement with UN-Habitat. The purpose of this con-
tract is to create a framework for cooperation between UN-Habitat 
and Mannheim, in order to strengthen the local implementation 
of the Sustainable Development Goals and to facilitate the promo-
tion of international urban diplomacy. “The fact that UN-Habitat is 
establishing this cooperation with Mannheim shows the apprecia
tion that the international organisation has for the work done in 
Mannheim,” emphasised Mayor Peter Kurz. “This affords Mannheim 
far-reaching opportunities to distinguish itself as an innovative and 
international city.”

The agreement was signed by Mayor Kurz and UN-Habitat Exec- 
utive Director Maimunah Mohd Sharif at the Global Strategic 
Dialogue held in Mannheim in March 2019. The event was jointly 
organised with UN-Habitat and aimed at discussing and strength-
ening the role of the private sector in the implementation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals in cities. After the agreement was 
signed, representatives of the City of Mannheim took part in other 
high-level events organised by UN-Habitat.

UN-Habitat – General Assembly

The first session of the newly created UN Habitat Assembly took 
place in Nairobi, Kenya, at the end of May 2019. As a representa-
tive of the City of Mannheim, and on behalf of all European cities 
and municipalities that are members of the Council of European 
Municipalities and Regions (CEMR), Deputy Mayor Felicitas Kubala 
took part in the assembly. In her speech at the forum of local and 
regional authorities, she outlined the Mannheim process for im-
plementing the global sustainability goals, including the intensive 
involvement of citizens.

UN High Level Political Forum (HLPF)

In July 2019, Mayor Kurz attended the UN High Level Political Forum 
(HLPF) in New York as a member of the German government’s de
legation. The HLPF is the UN’s most important platform for sus-
tainable development. At the meeting, Kurz presented the City of 
Mannheim’s mission statement and explained how Mannheim is 

implementing the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals. “The 
important role of cities in implementing local goals, as well as in 
tackling global problems, is increasingly recognised not only by the 
EU but also by the UN. With its approach, Mannheim is an example 
that meets with tremendous resonance,” Kurz positively summed 
up his participation.

United Nations Climate Summit

Dr Kurz was one of two German mayors to attend the UN Climate 
and SDG Summit in New York in October 2019. A total of 150 heads 
of state and government from all over the world discussed progress 
toward implementing the goals of the UN 2030 Agenda. Mann-
heim’s mayor was part of the German delegation, which was led by 
Chancellor Angela Merkel and included several federal ministers. 
The highlight of Kurz’s participation was the presentation of Mann-
heim’s Voluntary Local Review, a report on the local implementa-
tion of Sustainable Development Goals. “We are the first German 
city to present in detail the progress we have made on the sustain-
ability goals and the work we have left to do,” Kurz reported. The 
City of Mannheim will update this report regularly in the future.

World Urban Forum in Abu Dhabi

The 10th World Urban Forum took place in Abu Dhabi in Febru-
ary 2020 under the headline “Cities of opportunity – Connecting 
culture and innovation”. Around 12,000 representatives from 168 
countries attended the event, including a delegation from Mann-
heim led by Mayor Kurz. The forum, organised by UN-Habitat, is 
the leading international conference on sustainable urban develop-
ment. Mannheim participates in the World Urban Forum in order 
to make the city better known on an international level, to present 
trend-setting projects, to take up suggestions for its own urban 
development and to help shape international policy in the interests 
of cities. “With our participation in the 10th World Urban Forum, 
we want to underscore, on the one hand, that Mannheim is one 
of those ambitious cities in the field of sustainable development,” 
emphasised the mayor. “On the other hand, we are campaigning for 
the voice of cities to be heard more strongly in international policy 
and international agreements in the future.”
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URBAN DIPLOM ACY // GLOBAL PARLIA MENT OF M AYORS 

The Executive Committee of the Global Parliament of Mayors elected in 2019

The GPM is an institution by (and for) mayors from all countries and 
explicitly does not see itself as another network of cities, but as a po-
litical body. Through its deliberate parliamentary and primarily virtual 
mode of operation, it promotes an inclusive political culture that facil-
itates the political participation of mayors, especially from developing 
countries. “In just a few years, we have succeeded in establishing a 
transnational political body,” emphasised Mayor Kurz. “The fact that 
this happened without financial support from governments is impres-
sive proof of the ability of cities and their mayors to act.” At the same 
time, the GPM’s goals are very ambitious: The aim is to further develop 
the international political system in such a way that cities are given 
real rights of participation.

Under the leadership of Mayor Kurz as Chair of the Executive Commit
tee, the organisation has successfully brought together mayors and 
worked towards achieving its ambitious goals. During the Coronavirus 
crisis, the GPM created opportunities for mayors to exchange ideas 
and work together. At the same time, the GPM has also drawn global 
attention to the situation facing many cities: An open letter from GPM 
mayors calling for the greater representation of cities at the UN was 
included in the UN’s 75th anniversary report.

// mannheim.de/gpm

The aim is to further develop the 
international political system in 
such a way that cities are given 
real rights of participation. <<

Dr Peter Kurz 
Mayor of the City of Mannheim

// A STRONG VOICE 
FOR THE CITIES / 
Mannheim has been an active member of the Global 
Parliament of Mayors (GPM) since its founding. At 
the GPM’s Annual General Meeting, which took place 
in Durban, South Africa, in November 2019, Mayor 
Peter Kurz was elected Chairman.

	� GLOBAL 
PARLIAMENT OF 
MAYORS

	 �The Global Parliament of Mayors 
(GPM) was founded in The Hague in 
2016 and sees itself as an association 
and exchange platform for mayors 
worldwide. Its aim is to pool the expe-
rience and expertise of municipalities 
and to shed light on the pioneering 
role that municipalities play in solving 
global challenges, such as climate pro-
tection, nutrition and mobility. Since 
November 2019, Mannheim’s mayor, 
Dr Peter Kurz, has been chairman of 
the GPM.
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Would you like to be kept up-
to-date about our events and 
projects in the future? Then 
please feel free to register for 
our distribution list by email: 
internationales@mannheim.de 
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