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Culture and innovation as motors of transformation: The City of Mannheim presents the Multihalle Concept at the World Urban Forum 10 in Abu Dhabi
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is the most important international gathering of mayors, government representatives, international organisations and experts for urban development worldwide: the World Urban Forum (WUF), organised every second year by UN-HABITAT, the United Nations human settlements programme. How sustainable urban development can be advanced by culture and innovation is the topic of this year’s Forum, to which around 18,000 participants from 168 countries are expected in Abu Dhabi. 470 events will engage with the topic of the conference. 
Multihalle as a best practice example for sustainable development
Mannheim will be represented with two events of its own at WUF 10: On the one hand, Mayor Peter Kurz will present the concept of Multihalle as best practice for the blending of culture, innovation and sustainable development. This will include the showing of a film on the Multihalle. In the context of a panel discussion with international experts, the public will have the opportunity to inform itself of the vital role of the Multihalle as a nucleus for the culture-driven sustainable transformation of the city and get a taste of how culture can facilitate and promote a variety of municipal innovations. Furthermore, participants at the event will be invited to air their own ideas for the future utilisation concept for the Multihalle.
“The Multihalle is a place of great transparency and openness, of communication and cooperation. It stands for the power of innovation, not only in technical matters but also with regard to the social dimension. This year, the World Urban Forum is considering these very topics. We can therefore present Mannheim as an example of best practice and, at the same time, in dialogue with the participants, hear suggestions for the future usage concept of the Multihalle,” explains Mayor Kurz.
Virtual parliament as a tool for promoting digital democracy
At a second event, in his capacity as Chairman of the Global Parliament of Mayors (GPM), Mayor Kurz will present the virtual GPM, a unique digital platform offering mayors from all around the world the opportunity for an exchange of views and the chance to debate political issues and create the possibility to participate in global political decision-making.
In 2019, the virtual parliament hosted such a platform-debate for the first time. It concluded with a resolution of how cities can be prepared to face global challenges. It was presented in May 2019, at the first session of the UN-HABITAT Assembly in Nairobi. “The virtual parliament is a tool for promoting democracy. Furthermore, it allows mayors, particularly those who have little opportunity to travel to international political gatherings, to participate in debates,” says Mayor Kurz. 
Cooperation with UN-HABITAT
In March 2019, the City of Mannheim – as the first German city to do so – concluded an agreement on structured cooperation with UN-HABITAT. Among other things, it was agreed that the City of Mannheim would present a voluntary local review with regard to the implementation of the UN 2030 Agenda with the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. Mayor Kurz presented it last year at the Climate and SDG Summit in New York.
You will fin a digital press kit under:  https://www.mannheim.de/pressemappe-wuf10
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