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Awakening a sleeping beauty: The transformation of Mannheim’s ‘Multihalle’ (multipurpose hall)
Hosted by the City of Mannheim

Sunday, February 9
11:30 - 12:30
Urban Cinema room

Summary

The ‘Multihalle Mannheim’ (multipurpose hall) was designed by the Pritzker prize winner Frei Otto together with Carlfried Mutschler for the 1975 Bundesgartenschau (federal garden exhibition) in Mannheim, Germany. In Mecca Frei Otto realized, together with Rolf Gutbrod, a conference centre. It is significant to note that the building is the largest timber lattice shell structure in the world to date. With its innovative and experimental architecture, the Multihalle multipurpose hall embodies an ‘open space’ for an ‘open society’. As a comparatively young building, it has been listed for historic preservation already in 1998. The city of Mannheim is currently planning a further federal garden exhibition for 2023. This exhibition claims to reflect all dimensions of sustainable urban development and shall act as an accelerator for an urban transformation on the way to the achievement of the UN 2030 agenda. The core terrain of the garden exhibition is a green corridor, which has become available after the withdrawal of large military installations. The multipurpose hall marks the starting and endpoint of this new urban green corridor. The city of Mannheim started an international appeal to save the Multihalle with an overwhelming response. Between May and July 2018 the project was presented to a broader audience at the 16. International Architecture Biennale in Venice. Frei Otto’s original concept of experimentation, free thinking and an open and democratic society is now to be led into the future with the renovation of the hall. The construction of a utopian village during the renovation phase from 2020 to 2023 will create a laboratory in which urban innovations for Mannheim and its urban society will be tested in interventions driven by the cultural and creative economy. Innovative participative events are to promote social integration and social cohesion, facilitate intercultural dialog through better access and broader participation in culture, and increase social and physical well-being. The aim is to achieve active citizenship to create a resilient urban society of the future. Already almost twenty years ago, The Mayor of Mannheim, Dr Peter Kurz, introduced a comprehensive strategy for urban regeneration through culture and diversity, which has frequently been discussed as a best practice example for a culture driven urban development, and is nowadays championing an ambitious SDG-localization program. He will present the concept of the Multihalle and the federal garden exhibition as a best practice for the interconnection of culture, innovation and sustainable development.



DRAFT AGENDA

11:30		Movie Presentation

11:40		Welcome/Introduction
		By Dr Matthias Rauch, Start up Mannheim
· Welcoming UN Habitat ED and Mayor Kurz

11:45		Welcoming address
		By Maimunah Mohd Sharif, UN Habitat Executive Director

11:50		Opening Speech
		By Mayor Peter Kurz, Mayor of Mannheim

12:00		Panel Discussion
		Prof Dr Georg Vrachliotis, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology Faculty of Architecture
		Dr Peter Kurz, Mayor of Mannheim
		Moderated by Dr Matthias Rauch

		Questions:
1) Vrachliotis: a

2) Kurz: b

3) Vrachliotis: c

4) Kurz: d

12:15		Open to Discussion with Attendees
		Moderated by Dr Matthias Rauch

12:30		Adjourn
· Dr Matthias Rauch thanks attendees and speakers, invites people to attend further events by the city of Mannheim
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