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The Global Parliament of Mayors (GPM) Virtual Parliament the solution to accelerate digital democracy
Hosted by the City of Mannheim and the Global Parliament of Mayors

Sunday, February 9
18:00 - 19:00
ROOM: SDGs in Action (Hall 5)

Summary

The UN 2030 Agenda and the New Urban Agenda (NUA) are the main reference frameworks for a sustainable urban transformation. The NUA presents a vision for a more sustainable urban future. Through SDG 11, the UN 2030 agenda addresses cities and human settlements directly whereas many other SDGs can only be achieved in coordination with local actors. While policy is set at the national level, its effects, ramifications and implementation takes place on the local "urban" level, in cities. As a response, cities and their mayors are creating alliances with international organizations, shaping international agendas, and propelling cities into the centre of the international policy-making process. Many international actors, such as the UN or the EU, consider cities as crucial partners for addressing global challenges. However, cities are still largely excluded, at least formally and structurally, from international policy-making. Against this background, the concept of “urban diplomacy” has gained in importance over the last years. It comprises an ever-growing set of activities, which cities are carrying out today. The Global Parliament of Mayors (GPM) defines itself as a global city rights movement, based on local self-governance, which collaborates with city networks and international organizations by amplifying and publicizing their issues of concern and influencing global partners. The focus of this networking event is on highlighting the connecting power of GPM’s Virtual Parliament. The Virtual Parliament is a unique digital platform offering Mayors from all over the world the opportunity to exchange views, to debate on political issues, provide direct information and to engage in global policy decision-making processes. In 2019, for the first time ever, the GPMs Virtual Parliament has facilitated a virtual debate leading to a resolution on “Empowering cities to cope with global challenges“, which was presented at the first UN Habitat Assembly. The Virtual Parliament is a tool in the hands of Mayors, which fosters digital democracy. Furthermore, it accelerates political inclusion by engaging especially Mayors from remote countries and the “global south”, often with limited capabilities of attending international political gatherings themselves. The GPMs Virtual Parliament helps cities pooling their resources and acting collectively to make their voices heard. Vice versa, the Global Parliament of Mayors offers internationals bodies such as UN-Habitat a unique accessible channel for direct communication and coordination with progressive Mayors from all over the world.



DRAFT AGENDA

18:00		Welcome/Introduction
By Juliana Kerr, Director, Global Cities, Chicago Council on Global Affairs
· Session hosted by GPM
· Discussion on the Virtual Platform and using digital democracy to advance the SDGs
· Brief summary of the agenda of the session
· Introduce GPM Chair, Mayor Peter Kurz

18:02		Presentation of the GPM and the Virtual Platform
		By Mayor Peter Kurz, Mayor of Mannheim
· What is the GPM and his vision
· How the Virtual Platform works
· Call to cities and partners to join this movement

18:12		Remarks
		By Mayor Yousef Al-Shawarbeh, Mayor of Amman
· Importance of GPM to Amman
· Challenges Amman is facing and how GPM and the virtual platform can help
· Vision for cities to achieve goals through collective action

18:17		Panel Discussion
		Mayor Marcin Krupa, Mayor of Katowice
		Mayor Bryan Barnett, Mayor of Rochester Hills, Michigan/USCOM (TBD)
		Mayor Rohey Malick Lowe, Lord Mayor of Banjul
		Mayor Ullrich Sierau, Mayor of Dortmund
		Mayor Peter Kurz, Mayor of Mannheim
		Moderated by Juliana Kerr

		Questions:
1) Katowice: You have been a member of the GPM for many years. What are your goals for your city in Poland and how is the GPM helping you advance those goals?

2) Rochester Hills: Similarly, you have been very engaged with the GPM for a number of years. What have you been able to bring back to the residents of Rochester Hills? And what excites you about this new virtual platform?

3) Banjul: You have recently become engaged with the GPM. We met at the conference in Durban. What is going on in your city of Banjul that you are hoping being a part of the GPM and accessing the virtual platform will help you resolve?

4) Dortmund: You are just getting involved with this network. What attracts you to the GPM? What is your vision for Dortmund and how can the GPM and its virtual platform help?

5) Mannheim: After hearing all these different perspectives from mayors around the world, would you like to comment on what they are trying to accomplish and the importance of the collective action through the virtual platform?

Notes on the questions:
· We’ll focus on specific examples in each city
· Highlight both challenges mayors are trying to resolve as well as exciting accomplishments
· The importance of the GPM network and using a virtual platform
· Vision for the future of collective action
· Examples of successes and challenges in localizing the SDGs

18:40		Open to Discussion with Attendees
		Juliana Kerr to call on comments
		In the room:
· Cape Town?
· Deputy Mayor of Iraq
· ICLEI
· Mayor of Quelimani, Mozambique
· 100 Resilient Cities, the Hague
· Milan Food Policy Pact
· Luis Renta, USCOM

18:50		Final comments and reactions from panelists
· Quick round, 1 minute each with a final statement

18:55		Closing Remarks
By Mayor Jan van Zanen, Mayor of Utrecht (TBC)

19:00		Adjourn
· Juliana thanks attendees and speakers, invites people to learn more at the GPM website, and closes the session
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